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The Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has redefined airwave indecency and has 
ruled that their new broader definition specif- 
ically applies to the Amateur Radio Service. 
In reality, the wording of the new definition 
came from an Amateur Radio Service pro- 
ceeding more than four years ago! 


The FCC recently has been taking a 
hard look at the language used on commerical 
broadcasting stations - particularly at a time 
when children might be listening. Up until last 
Thursday (April 16th) the definition of inde- 
cent speech was based on the 1978 Supreme 


1976 broadcast of the famous George Carlin 
"seven dirty words" monologue. Broadcast of 


any of those seven dirty words constituted 
legal indecency. 


The "new" guidelines for indecent 
speech now is broader than that incorporated 
in the 1978 Supreme Court decision. The FCC 
definition now for broadeast indecency is: 


(Quote) "Language or material that 
depicts or describes, in terms patently offen- 
sive aS measured by contemporary community 
standards for the broadeast medium, sexual or 
excretory activities or organs." (End Quote) 


While the First Amendment prohibits 
the government from “abridging the freedom 
of speech," the FCC has ruled "the First 


Court Pacifica decision brought about by the 


|ued to deteriorate since Pacifica. 


Amendment does not protect indecency." 


Broadcasters all across the nation have more 
or less lined up against the April 16th FCC 
ruling. 


The media has just about totally re- 
ported that the FCC position on broadcast 
indecency was brought about by complaints 
against certain broadcast radio stations -- 
specifically Pacifica'ts KPFK-FM/Los Angeles 
-alSO WYSP-FM/Philadelphia, WXRK-FM/New 
York and the University of California at 
Santa Barbara station KCSB-FM). The fact is 


that the airwave indecency ruling was really 


rompted by an amateur radio issue. We have 
a thick file on it! 


The Commission did not start looking 
into improper broadeast language until they 
were forced to when they received an appeal 
from one of their own bureaus concerning 
transmissions made in early 1981 by David H. 
Hildebrand, ex-N6BHU of Hollywood, Cali-. 
fornia, over the notorious Los Angeles .01/.61 
"Animal Farm" 2-meter repeater. It is all a 
matter of public record. The Commission sim- 
ply decided to expand the amateur "language" 
proceeding to include the current state of 
commercial broadeasting since it has contin- 


In response to a "Show Cause" order, 
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Hildebrand had his Technician ticket pulled by 

‘the FCC Private Radio Bureau. After a hear- 
ing, the revocation was affirmed by FCC 
Administrative Law Judge, Joseph P. Gon- 
zalez, in the fall of 1982. (The Call Book 
doesn't reflect that but then the FCC does 
not notify anyone to drop or change license 
status listings due to their enforcement 
actions.) 


The 1981 charge against Hildebrand 


was for a §Part 97.119 violation prohibiting. 


transmission of communications containing 
obscene, indecent or profane language. Al- 
though Hildebrand admitted to engaging in the 
prohibited communications, he argued that 
"the Commission did not show that the words 
used during his transmissions were patently 
offensive to listeners in the Los Angeles 
area." 


Additionally, Hildebrand contended 
that "such language has been used for many 
years by amateur operators in that area with- 
out objections from the FCC. ...(and) is com- 
monplace in this community." The words he 
used over the air were "gutter talk" ...."F" 
words, and others of that sort. He further 
defended his communications by saying "...that 
i is the way he talked" - a clear signal that he 
was claiming protection under the First 
Amendment, 


It didn't convince the judge, however, 
who ruled that the law "explicitly authorizes 
the Commission to impose sanctions on licen- 
sees who willfully engage in offensive broad- 
casting." He further ruled that a large audi- 
enee could have been exposed to these trans- 
missions, including individuals under 17 years 
of age." 


It was the first FCC decision involv- 
ing over-the-air indecent language without 
having other violations associated with it. As 
a general rule, the FCC has opted not to get 
involved in censorship - or what is or is not 
acceptable speech. 


Judge Gonzalez affirmed Hildebrand's 
amateur license revocation and he was given 
30 days to appeal or the revocation would 
stand. He appealed to the FCC Review Board. 
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FCC REVIEW BOARD REVERSES RULING 
Tie FCC Review Board, a legal group 
that passes on the appropriateness of FCC 
decisions, considered the matter in late 1982. 
On January 20, 1983, the Review Board ruled 
that Hildebrand's transmissions were not 


legally obscene since "there were no appeal 
to prurient interests" and not 'indecent' since 
a two-way conversation (rather than broad- 
casting) was involved. 


"The eonecept of ‘indecent’ is_ inti- 
mately connected with the exposure of chil- 
dren to language which describes, in terms 
patently offensive as measured by contempo- 
rary community standards for the broadcast 
medium, sexual or excretory activities and 
organs, at times of the day when there is a 
reasonable risk that children may be in the 
audience." That January 1983 Review Board 
wording became the exact wording of the 
"new" Commission position on airwave inde- 
eceney some four years later. There are now 
more than seven dirty words. 


"Amateur communications are not a 
form of broadeasting and are not transmitted 
to the public-at-large," Review Board Chair- 
man Marino wrote. Noting that no other rule 
violations were pressed against Hildebrand, 
the FCC Review Board ordered David Hilde- 
brand's license reinstated. Actually an associ- 
ated charge of playing music over the air was 
previously thrown out leaving language inde- 
cency standing alone as the only violation. 


Marino said that the Review Board 
decision "corrects a well meaning but badly 
flawed effort on the part of the Private 
Radio Bureau to sanction an individual licen- 
see who maintained he was exercising his 
freedom of expression." Amateurs began won- 
dering if "F" words (and others) on the air 
were indeed within the bounds of §Part 97. 
This time the Private Radio Bureau appealed 
to the full FCC Commission. It set the stage 
for last Thursday's Commissioner ruling. 


The Private Radio Bureau's "Applica- 
tion for Review" was filed along with a 


"Motion for Expedited Consideration" in 1983. 


The PRB basis for argument was that while 


"T am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. I have never had my station or 


under "The W5YI Report" Program? If so, please send a copy. 


an 


Pe a 


—~ =e 


~~ - 


$17.50 plus $2.50 postage) — 


charges are included.) (Instructor's Manual: $4.95 ea. plus $1.50 shipping.) 


(Be certain shipping right! (One of each is only 


Extra Class 
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the 1978 Pacifica decision did only apply to 
broadeasting, the Review Board did not make 
a determination as to whether the Hildebrand 
transmissions were indeed 'indecent'. 


FCC Special Service Chief Ray Kowal- 
ski maintained that Hildebrand's amateur 
transmissions were indeed indecent. "If this 
decision is allowed to stand, amateur radio 
has taken a giant leap toward a big sewer. 
This does not only apply to 2-meters - which 
is arguably local, but might allow some rather 
‘interesting' amateur television and long range 
communications if not overturned." He said he 
was committed to getting it overturned. "The 
Review Board decision is only an_inter- 
mediate stop." 


FCC DECISION ON AMATEUR INDECENCY... 


The Commission released a _ Press 


Notice on April 16th commenting on the 
Hildebrand license revocation issue. 


"In the matter of David Hildebrand, the 
Commission reversed a Review Board decision 
that held that the Commission could not regu- 
late indecent broadeasts on the Amateur 
Radio Service because the Pacifica case did 
not explicitly apply to that service. The Com- 
mission noted that §Section 97.119 of its rules 
specifically governs indecent transmissions in 
the Amateur Service and that Commission 
licensees should presume that Commission 
rules will be enforced." 


"The Commission also found that its 
application of Pacifica's nusianee rationale 
and Young's principle of reasonable time, 
place, and manner regulation to the pending 
mass media proceedings were equally applic- 
able to the Amateur Radio Service. Indeed it 
noted that the nusiance rationale is particu- 
larly applicable to the Amateur Service 
because the channels are supposed to be 
shared by many amateurs, and here the lan- 


.guage of Hildebrand and a few others has 


been driving others off one of these channels. 
The Commission also found that this service is 
sufficiently like broadcasting that similar time 
ehannelling restrictions are an appropriate 
means of limiting access by children." 


"The Commission determined that be- 


Page #3 
May 1, 1987 


cause the licensee had violated the Com- 
mission's rules governing indecent transmis-. 
sions even under the standards applied by the- 
Commission prior to today's pronouncements 
in the mass media area, Hildebrand ought to 
be fined. Because that option was not pro- 
vided in the original hearing designation 
order, however, the Commission could not 
impose that sanction. The Commission there- 
fore limited its action to a declaratory ruling 
and admonished Hildebrand against further 
violations of §Section 97.119 of the Commis- 
sion's rules, which could result in license re- 
vocation, as well as a fine." 


NEW_INDECENCY STANDARDS.... 


The new airwave indecent language 
standards now apply; 
(1.) whenever it is probable that children. 
are listening. The FCC also said that ques- 
tionable radio speech after 10:00 p.m. does 
not necessarily render the broadcast permiss-— 
able. 

(2.) The use of indecent language on the 
airwaves must be preceded by an adequate 
warning to potential listeners. 

(3.) The broadeast of obscene material 
which appeals to prurient (pornographic) 
interests is prohibited at all times. 

(4.) The regulation of (radio) indecency is. 
consistent with the same First Amendment 
rights afforded newspapers and magazines. 

(5.) According to Rich Bozzelli, Special 
Assistant to the FCC General Counsel, the 
standards (at present) only apply to the 
Broadeasting and Amateur Services. 


Commissioner James H. Quello issued a 
statement. saying he predicted twelve years 
ago (in the WBAI 1975 Pacifica case) that 
broadeasters "would seize on the late hours 
for ...garbage programming under the guise of 
literary, artistic, political or scientific value" 
and the FCC "will sooner or later be faced 
with judging the content of programming... 
Our founding fathers did not guarantee free- 
dom of speech for repulsive obscene pur- 
poses." Quello said the indecency standards 
adopted. "will go a long way in correcting 
what has become an intolerable situation." 


Action by the Commission, April 16, 1987, by 


Memorandum Opinion & Order, (FCC 87-141). 


a en ee le 
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HAM ARRESTED FOR JAMMING FBI RADIO 
San Diego amateur, Jerry E. Gastil, 


K6DYD, is in radio trouble again. This time he 
was arrested by the FBI on the evening of 
April 10th on charges of willfully jamming the 


Federal Bureau of Investigation's radio chan- 


nels and operating on a radio frequency with- 
out a license. Employed as a radio-electronics 
technician, Gastil, 47, holds an Extra Class 
license. About six months ago he was fined 
(and paid) $750 for operating an unlicensed 
pirate broadcast station. 


The FBI said Gastil was in his own 
vehicle when arrested about 6:15 p.m. on 
Monday. He offered no resistance and was 
booked into the Federal Metropolitan Cor- 
rectional Center pending arraignment Monday 
before a U.S. Magistrate. 


Gastil is charged in a two count com- 
plaint filed in U.S. District Court of "willfully 
and maliciously interfering with the working 
of the radio communications system of the 
FBI between April 1 and April 10." 


On April 1 through April 10, the 
defendant also "used and operated an appara- 
tus for the transmission of energy, communi- 
| cations and signals by radio from one place in 
California to another without a license in vio- 
lation of FCC regulations." 


In an affidavit filed with the com- 


plaint, the FBI asserted that Gastil caused. 


music and other odd sounds to be transmitted 
on the FBI frequency interfering with regular 
ongoing FBI transmissions. The affidavit said 
that Gastil's signals were monitored by an FBI 
electronics technician and those of the FCC. — 


Analysis of the interference by engi- 
neers from the FCC's San Diego field office 
indicated the transmissions were of a type 
that would originate from a mobile unit and 
would have to have been transmitted by some- 
one with a considerable knowledge of radio 
communication. 


The FBI said Gastil was observed as he 
drove to the top of a hill in San Diego. In the 


Same surveillance, a radio direction finder 
was uSed. As Gastil drove down the hill,: 


interfering transmissions were received. The 
FCC DF operator found that the signals were 
being transmitted in a manner consistent with 
the movement of Gastil's vehicle. FBI special 
agent Jim Bolenbach said they have not found 
a motive for Gastil's actions. Gastil does have 
a prior history of unusual radio operation, 
however. 


Gastil was arraigned in the U.S. Magi- 


'strate's court on April 13th. Bail was set at 


$150,000 — which he met after spending the 
weekend in jail. 


The FCC is operating only in a support 
role in this case since the arrest and com- 


"plaint were initiated by the FBI. Inquiries to 


the FCC about the incident are being 
referred to the FBI in San Diego. 

FBI special agent Jim Bolenbach, told 
us that the jamming "was a nusiance at first, 
then a hindrance" since it made difficult or 
precluded regular FBI communications. He said 
the interference was obviously deliberate 
since it was done in a manner so as to delib- 


erately jam ongoing FBI radio communications. 


Bolenbach said he was not sure of the 
possible penalty, but said it was a serious fel- 
ony that carried a fine and imprisonment. One 
report had a maximum penalty of a $250,000 
fine and/or 10 years in prison. 


(The San Diego Union, San Diego Daily (news- 
papers), FCC engineer Hal Grigsby and FBI 


agent Jim Bolenbach contributed to this 
| story.) say gi 
ae ee 


Scouts of America, the second largest in the 
nation, will host a Camp-O-Rama on the cam- 
pus of California State University the week- 
end from June 6 (1500Z) to 7 (0200Z). The 
massive encampment will include 15,000 
scouts plus 35,000 daytime visitors. Commem- 
orative station N6BSA will be manned by ama- 
teur radio clubs of the Los Angeles Council 
of Amateur Radio Clubs. (HF Phone: 3915, 
7255, 14255, 21350, 28450. VHF Phone: 145.- 
690, 223.500 simplex & 146.235+ & 224.600 
repeater. VHF Packet: 145.090 simplex, 146.- 
745- repeater) Special QSL ecards available for 
an SASE to: N6BSA, Boy Scout Camp-O-Rama; 
P.O. Box #5082, Torrance, CA 90503. 
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_The Los Angeles Council of the Boy 


“We have developed a complete Novice Package that 
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W5YI NOVICE PACKAGE: $21.95 + $2.40 Shipping 


enables an Amateur Radio Operator candidate to learn 1- 
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Hr. "Learn the Code" Cassette Tape 
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FCC DECLINES TO LOOK INTO EFFECT OF 
NUCLEAR BLASTS ON COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."C" Gp."D" In a rather unusual action, the FCC 
District: Extra Adv. Tech/Gen. Novice has ruled that it will not initiate a rulemaking 


proceeding on what actions should be taken to 


; ee pais een eee shield civilian communications systems from 
9 NW2C KD2YV N2HAM KB2CSK an electromagnetic pulse effect (EMP). EMP 
3 NF3Y KD3BK N3FJN KA3RCD is an intense burst o electromagnetic energy 
4 AA4SZ KK4JE N4PQZ KBA4YFD that is generated by a high altitude nuclear 
5  WWS5R KF5WB N5SKHW KBS5CHA | €XPlosion. 
? Seo) mares hte saa a Two petitioners (one of whom is an 
8 NV8W KE8KK NSICR KB8BKJ amateur radio operator, the other a lawyer) 
sought reconsideration of a previous FCC 
a NRIA KEIDE N9GJI KAIWXK | refusal to issue a Notice of Inquiry into the 
N.Mariana I. AH@E AHGAC KHOAI WHGAAG | matter based on their petition assigned 
Guam KH2A AH2BQ KH2CK WH2AKT | RM-5528. Donald Schellhardt and amateur 
Johnston Is, AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC | Nicholaus E. Leggett, N3NL, said that a single 
Midway Is, _ AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF | EMP burst could blanket the entire conti- 
Palmyra/Jarvis AH5A nental United States with an intense electro- 
Hawaii (*) AH6HR NH6IQ WH6BPJ | magnetic pulse and disable most of the 
Kure Is. KH7AA nation's solid state electronic teleeommunica- 
Amer. Samoa AH8C AH8AC KH8AD WH8AAW | tions systems. 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AD WH9AAF 
Alaska (*) ALTIW NLTKK WL7BNJ "We have been looking at this issue for | 
Virgin Js. KP2R KP2BD NP2CB WP2AEN | several years," Leggett said. "What concerns | 
Puerto Rico WP4X KP4MS WP4EC WP4GVT 


us is the economy is a ‘sitting duck' for dam- 


(Note: Group "A"-Extra Class call signs have | age resulting from EMP. What we are particu- 
fall been assigned in Hawaii and Alaska. Group larly concerned with are scenarios other than 
"B" 2X2 eall signs now being assigned there. World War Ill where a nuclear explosion might 
Only two Group "A" eall signs left in Puerto | occur in space and knock out a lot of the 
Rico. Radio District 5 will shortly - within 60 | economy. A hostile power could easily knock 
days - join the 4th and 6th call sign areas | Out this nation with one EMP event." 

with "AA" X2 Group "A"-Extra Class call 


signs.) 


Source: FCC Licensing Facility/Gettysburg, PA 


MARCH AMATEUR LICENSING STATS.... 


Leggett said he was not part of any 
group and that he and Schellhardt were doing 
this individually. "We may go to court as the 
next step. It is going to take years to get 


March 1985 1986 _1987 | them to do something on this issue. Our high- 

First Time Amateurs: 2001 1606 795 tech technology is extremely vulnerable." 

Novice Class Upgraded: 933 877 ats , ; : 

Technician Upgraded: 418 311 116 The FCC said that comprehensive gov- 
General Upgraded: 376 337 138 ernment studies were already being conducted 
Advanced Upgraded: 196 230 90 on EMP "and the public interest would better 
Total Upgraded: 1923 1755 717 be served by permitting the study to proceed 
Novice Renewals: 549 232 406 unimpeded" ...adding "the sensitivity of EMP 
Total Renewals: 3768 3324 4017 and its national security implications weighed 
Failed to Renew: 518 1237 1271 against a public proceeding at this time." The 
{Change in Census: +1483 +439  -776 | Department of Defense supported the FCC 
Indiv, Amateurs: 410775 420787 420692 Lila hear) cies lina o Sa Sa: rd 
. Club/Military/R ACES 9850 2740 2499 and its effects were classified security infor- 

Active Stations: 413625 423527 423191 | mation inappropriate for a public forum..." 
Change in Census: +2.39% -.07% | (FCC Memorandum Opinion & Order/April 7th) 


DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
A NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO PLAN 


April 16th was a big Rule Making da 
at the FCC. Many items of interest to radio 
hobbyists were addressed. 


The Commission has proposed policies 
and rules designed to accomodate present and 
future mobile communication requirements of 
state and local public safety authorities. At 
present, local and state officials operate on 
different assigned frequencies and are unable 
to communicate and coordinate with other 
nearby agencies and locations. 


Specifically, the FCC proposed service 
j rules and technical standards for the 821-824/ 
| 866-869 MHz bands, which will be the princi- 
pal spectrum resource for the new Public 


Safety National Plan. 


In December 1986, the FCC chartered 
a National Public Safety Planning Advisory 
Committee, a government-industry technical 
| advisory group) to assist the FCC in develop- 
ing a National Plan for spectrum management 
| of publie safety operations. 


The National Plan will include policy 
guidelines, technical standards and procedures 
to meet the future public safety needs. It is 
expected to improve the ability of public 
safety agencies to coordinate their responses 
in emergency situations, 


One of the primary objectives of the 
National Plan is to improve the ability of pub- 
| lic safety agencies to communicate with each 
other ...especially during disaster situations. 
Toward this end, the Commission noted that 
several common channel pairs should be made 
available for interoperability among various 
agencies, including those of the federal 
government. 


Therefore, the Commission proposed to 
set aside a number of common channels 
nationwide for coordination and intercommuni- 
cation ...and requested comments on their pro- 
posal. The Advisory Committee is addressing 
the issue of how many common channels are 
needed ...and how best to use these channels. 
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The Committee proposed that the 
technical standards for public safety opera- 
tions in the new 821-824/866-869 MHz bands 
be similar to those in the existing adjacent 
private land mobile bands at 806-821/851-866 
MHz except for channel bandwidth. 


The existing band uses 25 kHz band- 
widths, however, in recently considering chan- 
nel bandwidths for the new private land 
mobile bands at 896-891/935-940 MHz, 12.5 
kHz channels were specified. Therefore, the 
Commission proposed a 12.5 kHz channeling 
scheme in the the new public safety bands. 
This would provide 240 channel pairs ...versus 
120 channel pairs for a 25 kHz plan. 


The FCC recognized that it may be 
necessary to make special provisions for 25 
kHz channels for expansion of existing public 
safety systems now operating in the 806-821/- 
851-866 MHz bands, for systems that employ a 
subchannel for data ...or for secure communi- 
cations. The FCC also asked for comments on 
this issue. 


In developing the National Plan, the 
Commission will rely heavily upon informa- 
tion provided by the Advisory Committee. The 
National Plan will have two points of foeus — 
first, ensuring that the available publie safety 
spectrum is used efficiently and, second, 
facilitating interoperability between communi- 
cations systems so that local, state and fed- 
eral agencies may coordinate their activities 
as may be necessary. 


The National Plan will form an 
umbrella for regional plans by establishing 
common elements and guidelines for the 
development of these plans. The Advisory 
Committee will provide recommendations on 
defining regions and on appropriate handling 
of the interfaces between regions. 


The regional plans will be developed as 
needed by interested parties within a region 
and each plan must be compatible with the 
National Plan. Assignments will be made in a 
region after the plan for that region has been 
accepted by the Commission. 


Action by the FCC, April 16, 1987, by Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking, (FCC 87-132). 
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HAM CENSUS BY STATE AS OF MARCH 31 


HAM RADIO NOT AFFECTED BY TARIFFS.... 


How is your state doing? Following is : f 

a 3-year record of the number of amateur Accorsings to; conversations .Wejshad 
radio operators as of the end of March of with Ten-Tec, peau ang See the $300 mil- 
1985, 1986 and 1987. Strangely, the state lion in punitive Jules levied against Japanese 
with the bigggest increase is Puerto Rico. chip makers won't effect amateur radio equip 
They gained 23.7% in 1987 on top of 1986's | Ment In any way. We were unable to reach 
20.4% - a two year increase of 48.9%. No eeu nOCd. 

other state comes close! (Two year average 
increase is only a paltry +1.2% a year) 


On Friday April 17th, the Reagan ad- 
ministration retaliated against what it called 
unfair trade practices by slapping 100% 

1985 1986 1985 1986 1987 | tariffs on four Japanese products ...18"-20" 
AL 5701 5901 5880INH 2656 2751 2802 color televisions, desk and laptop computers 
AK 1966 1997 1981/NJ 12936 12979 12772] and power tools. Desktop PC's accounted for 


AZ 7470 7762 7807|NM 2659 2804 2819| Most of the tariffs. 

AR 3112 3190 3220) NY 25892 26233 25829 ; 

CA 56796 58209 58314)NC 8095 8510 8710 TG GSS 12D en eSe Compu rcomnak ets 
CO 6609 6821 68531ND 1008 1045 1051 (such as Epson) have U.S.factories and are not 
CT 6319 6492 6401] OH 20314 20491 20333 affected, most big Japanese electronic giants 
DE 984 1018 1007/OK 5007 5185 5174| (such as NEC, Toshiba, Fujitsu, Sanyo, Sharp, 
DC 409 412 395|0R 7595 7779 770¢| Matsushita (Panasonic/Quasar), Mitsubishi, 


FL 24039 25230 255401PA 17170 17447 17334] Canon, Sanyo, Hitachi and Sony) want a quick 
GA 7571 7855 7906|/RI 1615 1634 1636] @24 to the sanctions. 

HI 1836 1936 2026/SC 3505 3652 3690 a eae . 

ID 1940 1959 1935/SD 1083 1094 1077 Initially, it nad been widely feared 


IL 17482 17593 17316|TN 7539 7695 7649] that many - or all - Japanese products that 
IN 9814 9967 98001 TX 24208 24858 24890 used microchips might be included. The admin- 


IA 5036 5007 49631 UT 2460 2609 2719 istration carefully picked the products SO as 
KS 4565 4634 4615|/VT 1017 1050 1099 minimize any detrimental effect to U.S. busi- | 


KY 4534 4587 4591/VA 9270 9592 9732:| NESS 

LA 4718 4828 4784}WA12588 12898 13003 : : 
ME 2402 2472 2464] WV 2982 3050 3047 The tariffs are an attempt to strike 
MD 7434 7646 77131 WI 6600 6760 6705 back at Japan for failing to live up to a semi- 
MA11101 11173 10937|WY 917 945 971| conductor agreement. Due to a worldwide 
MI 14249 1432014061/GU 162 235 266 overcapacity, the administration says Japan 
MN 7202 7230 7112|PR 3162 3807 4709 "dumped" microchips below cost on the U.S. 
MS 2512 2585 25851/VI 157 169 18g | and other foreign markets and failed to allow 
MO 8078 8206 8093/AS 16 19 21 U.S. chip makers" to sell in their country. 
MT 1570 1593 1589/41 9 1 0 White House statisties put Japan's share of 
NE 2774 2854 2836|NMI 16 17 17 the $26 billion world semiconductor market at 
NV 1911 1991 200910 10 9 10 45.5%, almost double what it was 5 years ago. 


TOTAL: 1985 410,775 It is anticipated that the tarriffs will 

(Source: FCC Licensing 1986 420,787] be discontinued once Japan gets the message. 

Facility/Gettysburg, PA) 1987 420,692] The have already stopped some of their unfair: 
F a x : gape trade practices. Japan says the U.S. tariffs: | 

feoter, GusGuam, PR Puerto Rico, VI-Virgin | violate the same agreement that the Reagan 

NMI=N. Mariana Isl., O=Other.] admnistration claims Japan initially breached 

canoes: with their semiconductor trade practices. 

e The FCC has deleted the §Part 95 

Radio Control frequency tables for model Meanwhile, Korea, has established new 

devices and replaced them with textual list- procedures to insure that it too does not have 

ings directly associating channels to their retaliatory tariffs levied against it. 

permitted uses in order to avoid confusion. 


W5YI Novice NEW Question/Answer Guide 


(A $40.00 Value!) — and more! Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back! FCC Rule Book, Code Oscillator, Telegraph key... 


SAME DAY SHIPPING! code tapes, telegraph key, tone oscillator, battery... 
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DAYTON HAMVENTION SPECIAL AWARDS... 


We are writing this newsletter one 
week early since we will be at the Dayton 
HamVention April 23-26. If you go, be sure to 
stop by Booth #475 and say hello! 


Nominations for the Dayton HamVen- 
tion Special Awards have been reviewed and 
the following will receive awards at the Sat- 
urday night banquet.... 


RADIO AMATEUR OF THE YEAR: 
Carole Perry - WB2MGP, Staten Island, NY 


A New York City school teacher, Carole has 
taught electronics, computer technology and 
amateur radio to (and licensed) hundreds of 
youngsters over the last twenty years. 


TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT: 
Hank Oredson - W@RLI, Santa Cruz, CA 


Nationally and internationally known packet 
innovator and pioneer who developed the pac- 
ket radio bulletin board system used to link 
packet stations coast to coast. He used easily 
obtainable hardware with no profit motive 
involved whatsoever. 


SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT: 
Arthur M. Gentry - W6MEP, Saugus, CA... 

has probably done more for amateur radio 
sinee Marconi. Gentry invented, developed 
and established the first amateur radio re- 
peater station. 


The Saturday night banquet speaker 
will be Henry R. Feinberg, K2SSQ, of New 
York City. Feinberg is an award winning 
‘television and film producer/director, 


...started his career with the original "Watch 


Mr. Wizard" television show while he was still 
in high school and wound up producing the 
show before he left, ...went to work for Bell 
Telephone Labs and produced a number of 
films for them, designed the Bell Telephone 
pavilion at EPCOT Center in Florida, 
designed and fabricated the communicator 
used by ET, the Extra-Terrestrial to "call 
home" in the movie of the same name ...and 
has just finished designing the new Bell Tele- 
phone “hands on" Museum in New York. 


. Allocation of the 216-225 MHz Band". 
“ the proceeding that suggests reallocating the 


‘Missing from the list: 


F RULEMAKING NOTES.... 


Comments are pouring into the FCC on 
General Docket 87-14, "Rules Regarding the 
That's 


first two megahertz of the 220-225 MHz ham 
band to Land Mobile narrowband ACSB. 


The FCC has extended the comment 


period on PRB-3, "Privatization of Special 


Call Sign System for Amateur Stations" to 
July 31, 1987 (Reply comments by August 31, 


1987.) Previous closing date was April 21. The 
ARRL requested the delay since "it would not 
be able to obtain the approval of its Board of 
Directors before the deadline for any proposal 
it may submit to be a Special Call Sign Co- 
ordinator, since the Board will not meet until 
July.". ARRL further states that "there should 
be a full understanding by the amateur com- 
munity of all the ramifications of a call sign 
system administered by the private sector." 
(Action by Order, released April 7.) 


On April 9th, the FCC has distributed 
a "Public Notice" indicating current VEC's. 
Dunedin Amateur Radio 
Association (Region 4), AE4N/MARK 4 VEC 
(Region 4), Metroplex VEC (Region 2), Adi- 
rondack Amateur Radio Club (Region 2), 
Schenectady Amateur’ Radio’ Assn, Ine. 
(Region 2), Dallas Amateur Radio Club, Ine 
(Region 5), Mid-South VEC, Ine. (Region 4&5) 


and Director, MARS (Region 12 - Carribean © 


area) While there are now 21 different VEC 
organizations, 85% of all testing is accom- 
plished by only four ..ARRL, W5YI, Cen. 
Alabama-VEC and DeVry in that order. 


FCC denied and dismissed a petition 
by Roger A. Cox, WB@DGF, of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, seeking to make certain VHF and 
UHF sub-bands available for automatically 
controlled amateur beacon operation. 


ap eoape 


FCC DENIES HAM PUBLISHER'S PETITION... 


The FCC has denied a petition from 
Martin I. Schwartz, KB2LO, of AMECO Pub- 
lishing Corp., Mineola, NY, seeking to tempo- 
rarily stay the effective date of Novice En- 
hancement from March 21 to July 21, 1987. 
Sehwartz sought to avoid "significant mone- 
tary losses to many small businesses including 


HOLDING AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR CLASSES? 


10 or more Quantity 


2.00 $3.00 plus postage 
eT i Wh) ey ne ee ee 


5-9 
fronrn 


1 Ea. 
4.00 
Pann 


Test Manual: 


W5YI-VEC 
P.O. Box #10101-N 


«© Pf y ee eee ee  Y ) 


and need low-priced student manuals? We have them! 


the FCC wrote in their April 13th Order. 


distribut 


license preparation materials, 


Ralph A. Haller, Deputy Chief of the 
Private Radio Bureau (and N4RH), ruled that 
no estimate was provided of the magnitude or 
value of such inventory and "the mere allega- 
tion of adverse financial impact ...is insuffi- 
ient to show irreparable injury." Haller said 
that granting a stay would also harm other 
publishers that have published products in 
anticipation of Novice Enhancement. 


preparing or 


The FCC also disagreed with Schwartz 
assertion "that grandfathering Novices who 
pass the old test during the requested interim 
period makes more sense than causing 'havoc 
in testing." Haller ruled "Novice Class opera- 
tors have extensive new operating privileges. 
To help prevent interference, operational 
problems and personal injury from operation 
at microwave frequencies, Novices should pos- 
sess the greater knowledge that would come 
from preparing for the expanded examination." 


(FCC Report & Order, released 4/13/87) 


oe eGDe. 


in making, 


FCC EXCLUDES AMATEUR RADIO STATIONS 
FROM ROUTINE RF SAFETY EVAULATION 


The FCC has issued a Second Report 
and Order categorically excluding certain ser- 
vices from Environmental RF Radiation Evalu- 
ation. By law, the Commission must consider 
the biological hazards of radiofrequency radi- 
ation when authorizing RF emitting devices. 


The FCC has determined that amateur 
radio facilities do not present a significant 
health risk to the public to warrant routine 
environmental evaluation. While the FCC did 
agree that RF radiation limits could be 
exceeded in a few instances, such situations 
apparently seldom occur in actual operation. 


eate (optional) Is also available for $1.00. Details and acecredi- 
ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


The Commission also said it would not 
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be administratively possible to evaluate ama- 
teur station applications for environmental 
safety factors since amateur stations are not 
licensed by frequency, modulation, power out- 
The ARRL had argued in its 
comments that an amateur would not be able 
to predict all transmission modes and station 
configurations that might be used during a ten 


f. 
rs) 
~~ es 
ae 
ro) 
--|WSYI REPORT 
ge eeeee 
u 
aie distributors and publishers, as well as clubs 
s = | and individuals who purchased materials which 
Ss 2 were rendered obsolete overnight..." 
i. @ 
a mt 
=) "Before a grant of a Request for Stay “ 
YS rei? r location. 
. ©] is warranted, the petitioner must demonstrate DoE On araaon 
&-4 1] that a failure to grant a stay would lead to 
Si. nel é 
) irreparable ee ae granting - the tet 
& would not harm other interested parties an rere inonce 
= that the stay would be in the public interest," Mt 5 


The League noted that most amateur 
stations use power levels well below the max- 
imum permitted and use relatively low-gain 
antennas. "Furthermore," ARRL stated, "ama- 
teur on-the-air operations are almost always 
intermittent and during periods when a station 
is 'operating’ most of the time is devoted to 
the reception of signals." 


In view of this, amateur operators will 
not be required to routinely submit environ- 
mental information concerning public exposure 
to RF radiation being emitting from their sta- 
tions. 


The ARRL urged the Commission to 
require that applicants for amateur licenses 
know how to recognize station configurations 
where high RF energy levels could be cre- 
ated. The League said they would assist in 
the formulation of questions aimed at educat- 
ing amateur operators concerning the issue of 
exposure to RF radiation. 


The FCC agreed with the ARRL that 
operator education would help assure compli- 
ance with ANSI (RF safety) guidelines. In that 
connection, RF radiation safety questions are 
being incorporated into amateur examination 
study guides. 


The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency had recommended that the Commission 
reconsider its proposal to exclude amateur 
radio facilities from routine RF environmental 
evaluation. According to the EPA, certain 
amateur facilities using maximum transmitter 
powers of 1500 watts with high gain antennas 
(20 dBi) "are capable of producing exposures 
well above ANSI limits and therefore should 
not be categorically excluded from environ- 
mental review." 


(FCC Second Report & Order, released 4/9/87) 


WSYI REPORT..... 


F DECLINES TO ESTABLISH CONSUMER 
RADIO SERVICE. 


The Federal Communications Commis- 
sion anoouneed on April 16th that it would 
not be amending its rules to establish a Con- 
sumer Radio Service (CRS) within the 462 and 
467 MHz frequency segments now assigned to 
the General Mobile Radio Service. GMRS is 
the old 8-paired channel Class "A" CB ser- 
vice. 


Corwin D. Moore, Jr., WB8UPM, of the 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, based Personal Radio 
Steering Group, which represents GMRS users, 
had conducted what they called "an educa- 
tional campaign" to inform licensees and FCC 


staff about the serious ramifications of the’ 


proposal. 


Moore said, "The GMRS is the only 
UHF private radio service in which individual 
citizens and their families are allowed to par- 
ticipate without having to pass_ technical 
examinations or commercial eligibility require- 
ments." 


The April 16th decision terminates a 
controversial FCC inquiry that proposed to 
abolish the forty-year-old GMRS and replace 
it with a low-powered "walkie-talkie" short 
range "CB-type" service. The Commission felt 
that establishment of such a service would 
"more fully accomodate the unmet personal 
communications needs" of the public. 


The new service would have empha- 
sized transceivers carried on the person. The 
object was to provide for personally directed 
communication where such communication may 
be the only viable method for two or more 
persons to keep in touch while out of each 
other's sight. The Consumer Radio Service 
was an internal FCC proposal. 


Although a great deal of interest was 
expressed regarding the Inquiry, most com- 
menters focused on the desirability of the 
current uses of GMRS and the detrimental 
effect that restructuring the GMRS would 
have. 


In reviewing the comments, the FCC 
failed to find any specific needs for the 
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service as put forth in the Inquiry. Moreover, 
comparatively few commenters favored any 


- sort of Consumer Radio Service of the type 


proposed. Additionaly, no manufacturers came 
forward with comprehensive plans for produc- 


ing the sort of equipment required for such a 


service. 


Commenters expressed concern with 
respect to current public safety uses of 
GMRS, including services provided by volun- 
teer public service teams such as REACT 
(Radio Emergency Associated Communcations 
Teams.) 


Consequently, the Commission con- 
cluded that there was no reason to dislocate 
current GMRS users and that the concept, as 
advanced in the Inquiry, would not be further 
pursued. 


Moore also made the following addi- 
tional statement: 


"The overwhelmingly clear message 
from the public was that any revision of the 
GMRS must be progressive; that is, it must 
provide enhancements over current operating 
capabilities. The FCC's ill-conceived Con- 


sumer Radio Service would have been a dis- 


mantling of this valuable personal radio ser- 


‘vice, not an enhancement," 


"The task now remaining is for the 
FCC to go back and address the long-overdue 
improvements in the General Mobile Radio 
Service. These improvements have been sought 
for over fifteen years, and were even recom- 
mended by the FCC's own Congressionally 


chartered Personal Use Radio Advisory Com- 


. mittee a decade ago." 


"Because of other recent FCC deci- 
sions turning down proposed personal radio 
services in other portions of the VHF and UHF 
spectrum, GMRS remains as the only viable 
and available spectrum for development into a* 
truly utilitarian personal radio service. Con- 
sideration of beneficial yet evolutionary 
changes to the GMRS_ must immediately 
begin." 


Action by the Commission, April 10, 1987, by 
Report & Order, (FCC 87-125). 


